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In August, I was proud to visit Pakistan and 
highlight Rotary's top goal, eradicating polio. It 
was also a tremendous opportunity to spotlight 
female health workers who are playing a critical 
role in protecting children from this vaccine-
preventable disease.

This month, as we celebrate World Polio Day, we 
are shining a spotlight on our more than 30-year 
effort to lead the first global polio eradication 
campaign and our success in forming 
partnerships capable of completing this 
massive goal. We all know that this is one of the 
most ambitious global health initiatives in history 
and that we've reduced polio cases by more 
than 99.9 percent worldwide.

Pakistan is one of only two countries in the world 
where wild poliovirus remains endemic. (The 
other is neighboring Afghanistan.) I was able to 
witness and take part in vaccination campaigns 
in Pakistan, and soon after I left, a monumental 
nationwide immunization campaign took 
place, focused on 43 million children under the 
age of 5. I saw the incredible work of Rotary 
members on the ground. 

More than 60 percent of vaccinators in Pakistan 
are women, and they are doing a remarkable 
job building trust and convincing mothers to 
vaccinate their children.

Seeing it all firsthand, I know that the will exists 
across the Rotary world to end polio, and I'm 
confident that we have the strategy. The 
Pakistani media has been very supportive of our 
efforts as well, and this is making a difference. 
This month, a new global pledging moment at 
the World Health Summit in Berlin promises to pull 
together more resources to fund these time-
sensitive eradication efforts. Now it is up to us to 
do our part and raise $50 million this year to 
earn the full 2-to-1 match from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 

There's great cause for optimism on the polio 
front — but also some staggering new events 
that have further raised the stakes. Over the past 
few months, new polio outbreaks have occurred 
in Israel, the United Kingdom and, most recently, 
in the New York City area. These stories are 
frightening, but in every case, the response is 
clear — vaccines work, and if polio is 
spreading, we need to make sure the most at-
risk people have kept their vaccinations up to 
date.

Most importantly, we need to eradicate this virus 
now. If polio exists anywhere, it can spread 
everywhere. What I saw in Pakistan convinced 
me that we can and must finish the job, but it will 
only happen if we remain committed to a 
strategy that's working and back it with all 
necessary resources. 

Through our commitment, generosity, and sheer 
determination, we will # End Polio.
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On the auspicious day of Mahalaya, RC Calcutta Samaritans conducted the following projects with 
support of the District 3291.

 Hand-over of 06 Van Rickshaws (a project under District Grant received in RY 2921-2022 under          
the leadership of District Governor Rtn. Prabir Chatterjee) to the beneficiaries.
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 Malaria, Dengue Awareness Camp and distribution of 40 Mosquito Nets to the needy   villagers

        Rota Vision –Eye Check-Up Camp and distribution of spectacles in free of cost



ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS FOR TRIBAL YOUTH HELD AT NAYAGRAM, JHARGRAM, WEST MIDNAPUR 
ON 14TH & 15TH OCTOBER, 2022.

"SANHATI" RYLA  for the Tribal Youth (Lodha and Sabar tribes) of West Midnapur (Jangal Mahal area) 
organized by Rotary Club of Calcutta Samaritans, Rotary International District 3291 with support of many 
Host and Co-Host Rotary Clubs. The event was held at P.O Kharikamathani, P. S Nayagram Village, Dist. 
Jhargram on 14th and 15th October, 2022. The place was very remote but still all facilities were available 
with help of the Block Development Officer Mrs. Rituparna Chatterjee. Total 50 participants from age group 
between 14 to 18 years from various far off villages of that place attended the RYLA Camp for two days. 
Amongst 50 tribal young participants it is heartening to mention that 35 were female and 15 were male. 
The program was inaugurated by lighting of lamp and with song "Aguner Parashmoni Chhoaon Prane" 
sung by our Club President Rtn. Gita Sarkar. The inaugural Ceremony was graced by valued presence of 
the District Governor Rtn. Ajoy Kumar Law, the First Lady Rtn. Mitali Law, District Secretary (OCV) Rtn. Amitava 
Chakraborty, District Youth Service Chair Rtn. Ranjana Mutsuddi, District RYLA Chair Rtn. Tamalesh Kumar, 
other distinguished district officials and fellow Rotarians from other Rotary Clubs of RID 3291. After oath 
taking of RYLA by the participants, the Camp Commandant Rtn. Srabonee Mitra announced the Rules, 
Regulations and Disciplines of the Camp. An ice breaking session was conducted by IPP Jayasree 
Chatterjee and later by RYLA Chair Rtn. Tamalesh Kumar. The sessions were held with various activities 
encircling the topics on Ethics of positive Leadership, Fundamental of Leaderships, Problem solving and 
Conflict Management, Communication, the role of Rotary in community development etc. The BDO Mrs. 
Rituparna Chatterjee, who is a role model of Leadership, also encouraged and motivated the participants 
in her session on Leadership. The participants also took part in various competitions (individual and group) 
in the RYLA. Through all the competitions it was tried to explore the hidden talents of these underprivileged 
participants who are totally deprived from any kind of exposures. Certificates were given to all participants 
who attended this event along with Kits containing a School Bag, Exercise copies, Pencil box and colour 
box. Five different colours of T-Shirts for demarcation of five different groups (i.e Red, Blue, Yellow, Green 
and Orange) were provided to the participants. Two day Workshop was very smoothly conducted through 
various lecture sessions, activities and competitions. Trophies were also given to the winners on basis of their 
performances in various competitions and also evaluating their responses and interactions in all the 
sessions. Awards were given under following categories:

1. Best Rylarian (male & female individual) 

2. Most popular Rylarian 

3. Extempore (individual) 

4. Creative performance (individual) on song, dance and recitation

5. Creative Arts (Group) 

6. Skit (Group) 

7. Best Group 

A very positive impact of the event was observed. Initially on the first day, it was noticed that except few, all 
participants were very shy, introvert and having no expression on their faces, some were very scared, but 
gradually with time, the ice got melted and the scenario was totally changed. We found happiness in their 
faces, they started mixing up with each other and became little easy, comfortable and responsive. On the 
second day they came out from the shell and enjoyed the activities, sessions and competitions in full spirit. 
The participants also relished the food in the Camp for two days. Centuryply extended their support to this 
RYLA by sponsoring 50 backpack with educational materials. This program was tremendously successful 
and got coverage in various print and electronic media.
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                    Rtn. Anita Bagaria – 16th October

PUBLIC IMAGE OF ROTARY

Ensuing District Program
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